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JOB DESCRIPTION

Job Title: Hesse Student 

Job Type: Temporary, fixed term from Thursday 6 – Sunday 23 June 2023

Location: Aldeburgh Festival 2024

Department: Performance Programme

Reports to: Administrator, Music Programme

Application Close: Monday 8 January 2024


Summary:

The Hesse Student Scheme was launched in 1959 when Princess Margaret of Hesse and the Rhine wanted to ensure that more young people had access to the Aldeburgh Festival. Princess Margaret was a President of the Festival and a generous supporter for many years, establishing the Hesse Lecture Fund after the death of her husband, Prince Ludwig. The opportunity she created for young people interested in music and the music industry to be part of a high-profile international festival is still very much here today.

In addition to attending many of the concerts, the Hesse Students are integral to the day-to-day running of the Festival. They perform a wide variety of important tasks, including page turning, invigilating installations, stewarding, working as artist liaison and ensuring the development, marketing, operations and music teams are supported. The scheme also ensures that they get the opportunity to meet staff members at all levels across Britten Pears Arts and gain invaluable insight into the planning and administration of an international arts organization. During their time with Britten Pears Arts, the students are encouraged to perform in their own pop-up performances, which they plan and curate themselves. 

The scheme runs from 6 June until Sunday 23 June 2023, and students can attend for one or both weeks.

Role Description: 
You will gain first-hand experience helping behind the scenes, supporting the artistic teams, and having the amazing opportunity to attend lots of festival events. 

The Hesse Students role can vary widely depending on the events taking place each day. 
You will be at the heart of the festival, welcoming audiences to our sites in Aldeburgh and Snape and providing on the ground support to teams that require it. 

A day as a Hesse Student may include selling programmes, acting as a chaperone on one of our festival walks, snapping shots for social media, looking after artists to creating a pop up performance in in Benjamin Britten’s and Peter Pears’ library at their home, The Red House.  






Key Responsibilities:
The role can vary greatly year on year, tasks can include but are not limited to:
· Help with events: setting up a venue, supporting concert managers, helping backstage and “behind the scenes”

· Work within a museum and archive environment at The Red House, Aldeburgh, the former home of Benjamin Britten and his partner Peter Pears

· General tasks and admin to support the Performance Programme team in the smooth running of all Festival concerts

· Welcoming artists and guests to Snape and The Red House, providing a great visitor experience

· Assist with family and school activities

· Using social media to capture behind the scenes moments, eg: as part of creating a new Hesse advertisement video

· Shadowing our technical, stage management and lighting team, supporting them where necessary

· Assisting the Development team at functions/interval receptions/dinners and liaising with catering, event management and looking after guests

· Stewarding and invigilating at events on and off-site such as Festival Walks and exhibitions

The nature of the Festival means that slightly irregular and evening hours are necessary. But we always make sure to look after you!

What we offer you: 

This is a wonderful opportunity to gain first-hand experience with an internationally renowned arts organisation, and whilst you are with us, we will provide:

· A stipend of £200 / week for expenses
· Self-catering accommodation in Aldeburgh
· One hot meal per day provided at one of the Snape Maltings catering outlets
· Reimbursement of your travel expenses to and from Snape Maltings 
· Hands-on experience of an arts and heritage organisation and world-renowned festival
· Careers advice from industry professionals 
· Free entry to concerts at The Aldeburgh Festival

To apply, complete an application form and return along with a CV, by 12 noon on Friday 5 January 2024 to Joe Carr or Olivia Kersey.

First interviews will take place on zoom at the end of January 2024.

For further information or an informal chat please contact:

Olivia Kersey (Administrator, Music Programme)	          Joe Carr (Collections and Learning Curator) 	
E: okersey@brittenpearsarts.org T: 01728 687173	      E: jcarr@brittenpearsarts.org  T: 01728 451703
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