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“ want my music to be of use to people...”

Benjamin
Britten

The edspen cdward
at the time when I was a discouraged young composer
—muddled, fed-up and looking for work, longing to
be used. I was most generously treated here, by old
and new friends, and to all of these I can never be
sufficiently grateful. Their kindness was past descrip-
tion; I shall never forget it. But the thing I am morf
grateful to your country for is this: it was in California,
in the unhappy summer of 1941, that, coming across a
copy of the Poetical Works of George Crabbe in a
Los Angeles bookshop, I first read his poem, Pefer
Grimes; and, at this same time, reading a most percep-
tive and revealing article about it by E. M. Forster,
I suddenly realised where I belonged and what I
lacked. I had become without roots, and when [ got
back to England six months later I was ready to put
them down. I have lived since then in the same small
corner of East Anglia, near where I was born, And I
find as I get older that working becomes more and
more difficult away from that home. Of course, I plot
and plan my music when I am away on tour, and I get
great stimulus and excitement from visiting other
countries; with a congenial partner I like giving con-
certs, and in the last years we have travelled as far as
Vancouver and Tokyo, Moscow and Java; I like
making new friends, mecting new audiences, hearing
new music. But I belong at home—there—in Alde-
burgh. T have tried to bring music # it in the shape of
our local Festival; and all the music I write comes from
it. I believe in roots, in associations, in backgrounds,
in personal relationships. I want my music to be of
21

The cAspen cAward

use to people, to please them, to “enhance their lives®
(to use Berenson’s phrase). I do not write for posterity
—in any case, the outlook for that is somewhat un-
certain. I write music, now, in Aldeburgh, for people
living there, and further aficld, indeed for anyone who
cares to play it or listen to it. But my music now has
its roots, in where I live and work. And I only came to
realise that in California in 1941,

VI

Pwplchauﬂrmdyashcdmwmlamguingw
do with your money; I have even been told in the post
and in the press exactly how I cught to dispose of it.
I shall of course pay no amention to these suggestions,
however well- or ill-intentioned. The last prize 1 was
given went straight away to the Aldeburgh Festival,
the musical project I have most at heare. It would not
surprise me if 2 considerable part of the Aspen Award
went in that direction; I have not really decided. But
one thing I know I want to do; I should like to give
an annual Aspen Prize for a British composition. The
conditions would change cach year; one year it might
be for a work for young voices and a school orchestra,
another year for the celebration of a national event or
centenary, another time a work for an instrument
whose repertory is small; but in any case for specific
or general usefulness. And the Jury would be instruc-
ted to choose only that work which was a pleasure 1o
pecform and inspiriting to listen to. In this way I

zz
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» 1950: the programme included an essay “In Praise of Aldeburgh” by Robert Gathorne-Hardy,
which talks about the local shingle shoreline and the plants on it; on 17" June there was a
concert of “Water music and music of the sea” and on 24% June Julian Huxley gave a lecture

e S N e e on “The Satisfaction of Bird-Watching”.

* 1951: the programme cover featured a drawing of an avocet, and on 15" June there was an
RSPB fim on “Minsmere Nature Reserve and the Avocet”.

* 1952: the programme included an essay by Brigadier H.M. Stanford on “Bird Life in East
Anglia”, and on 16" and 22" June there were showings of three RSPB films, one of which
included footage of the local reserves at Minsmere and Havergate Island.

* 1954: the naturalist and RSPB vice-chair James Fisher gave a lecture on “Nature
Protection”.

» 1957: the programme included an essay by the Earl of Cranbrook on “The Flora of Suffolk”,
which dealt extensively with the coastal area.

« 1958: on June 19" there was a symposium, bringing together a scientist, a ship’s captain
and a fish merchant, on the herring.

« 1961: on 29" June Julian Huxley spoke about the protection and conservation of wildlife in

: Africa.
* 1965: on 25" June there was a symposium, bringing together various perspectives, on the
OF MUSIC AND THE ARTS sprat.
' « 1969: on 9" June there was an evening beachcombing expedition in association with the
PROGHAMME BOOK Suffolk Naturalists® Society.
Bdited by Eric Crosier for The Aldeburgh Festival Commitséo » 1971:0n 17™ June there was a film “The Last of the Wild”, on threatened wildlife, presented
S in association with the Suffolk Trust for Nature Conservation.
full details of all performances * 1972: on 5" June there was a showing of four RSPB films including “Avocets Return” (and
programme notes “Wilderness is not a place”, which focussed on tidal estuaries), and on 6" June a concert of
! essays on Aldeburgh and The Festival “Music of the Sea”.
new photographs of Aldeburgh * 1973: on 20" June there was a showing of three RSPB films, including “A Welcome in the
I Mud” on the construction of new habitats at Minsmere.
5 i « 1974: on 19" June there was a showing of three films on British birds in different habitats.

» 1975: on 18" June there was a showing of three RSPB films, which the programme
indicates featured both Minsmere and Havergate Island, the two flagship avocet sites.
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WELWYN GARDEN CITY MUSIC SOCIETY

Programme
NATIONAL ANTHEM 3. Suite in B Minor for Flute and Strings . 7. S. Bach
Art thou troubled? Music will calm th,
¥ [[nodcbrnmofd:ccomplemdtthonﬂyu 4. Songs .  (To be announced)
Twenty-first Scason) Perer PEARs
K SR e e L 0 I 5. Capriol Suite for Strings . . . Peter Warlack
Part 1 6. Part Songs and Carols:

1. Recitative, “Now it came to pass.”

2. Recitative, “See now the bridegroom.”

3. Air, “Prepare thyself, Zion.”

4. Chorale, **How shall T fitly meet thee?”

5 w'“" “And she brought forth her first-born

6. Clorale and Recitative, “For us to earth He cometh
poor.
7. Chorale, “Ah, dearest Jesus.”

Parr 11

. Symphony (Pastoral).

. Recitative, “And there were shepherds.”

. Chorale, “Break forth, O beautcous heavenly light.”
Recitative, *“And the angel said.”

. Recitative, ““'What God to Abraham revealed.”
. Recitative, “And this shall be the sign to you.”
Chorale, “*Within yon gloomy manger.”

. Recitative, 'O haste ye then.”

g. dir, “Slumber, beloved.”

10. Recitative, “And suddenly.”

11. Chorus, “*Glory to God.”™

=T i o 0 B =

12. Recitative, ** "Tis right that angels thus should sing.”

13. Chorale, “With all thy hosts.”
INTERVAL

(a) Two canzonets, “Sweet Nymph, come to
thy lover,” “I go before, my darling” . Morly
Part Song, “The Witch” . . . . Stanford

() Carols, “Ding Dong, merrily on high” 0ld French

m Polish Carols, “Little Jesus,
“Cradle Song,” “The Star" . arr. D. Erhart

7. Adeste Fideles.

The Society is anxious to obtain further Patrons, and will be
glad to hear of any one interested in its work. New members of
both choir and orch will be wel 1. All particulars can
be had from the Hon. Sec., Ray Cree, § Handside Green,
Welwyn Garden City, Herts. Telephonc: Welwyn Garden 3717.

; PARKWAY
» MONDAYS
Cheerful evenings with

your friends: good music
by first-rank  artistes,

OAKLANDS SCHOOL
WELWYN
L]

LIBERAL EDUCATION IN
HOMELIKE SURROUNDINGS

rollicking variety shows, L
bright talks, speciality !
films. Light refreshments MUS|C
while you gossip at the DRAMA
interval.
ART
o L
Next Sesslon: C ing Ist Had: A
D Fet I o Pty F ress: Miss NOEL ROBERTS
)  Restaurant Particulars on application
) Ormasiad by Walwra fos Welwyn 97 Bus 303

, Tobiag Patthay
, Planoforte School

) HERTFORDSHIRE BRANCH

-

DIRECTOR:
MISS DOROTHY HESSE

FOR PARTICULARS OF NEW
TERM APPLY:
3, HANDSIDE GREEN,

» WELWYN GARDEN CITY
) TELEPHONE: WELWYN GARDEN 3717

NANCY UNWIN 3
Violoncellist '

Diploma of Lelpzlg Konserva- j
torlum of Music Y

VISITS AND RECEIVES
PUPILS

(m]

OAKLANDS SCHOOL
WELWYN, HERTS.

from &H Room 24 (1999) l

WELWYN GARDEN CITY MUSIC SOCIETY g

(rounpED 1921)

(Twenty-Second Season)

CONCERT
CHRISTMAS

HANDSIDE SCHOOL HALL

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18th, 1942

CONDUCTORS:
Mary Ibberson—Joyce Goodman

SOLOISTS:
Soprano - : a . Hmpa Houmay
Contralto ¥ i 5 3 Axxe Woop
Tenor : ¥ y % " PeTer Pears
Baritone . 3 . : Frep Pace
Flute - = : 5 . Frang HeskeTn
LEADER p ‘ . Euzasern Srocomse
ACCOMPANIST . Mary SmArT
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20410—24.3.47
ooi'
vo"\' PRISON COMMISSION,
4,:;‘ HORSEFERRY HOUSE,
e‘i:,‘a DEAN RYLE STREET,

WESTMINSTER,
_,"" LONDON, S.W.1.
28th January, 1952.

L
< 5

"y, 1,

( ar Mr. Britten,

Ffinch, the Governor of the Colony at
Hollesley Bay, has told me of your interest
in the Colony and of the considerable help
which you are giving in respect of our stage
in the new gymnasium. I understand that
last week the foreman of works and our
representative from this office visited the
Lyric by your kind arrangement. I feel I
must just write a line to thank you for your
practical interest in the Colony. It is a
great help to have your co-operation in the
Job of work that Ffinch and his staff are
trying to do there. :

I remain,

Yours sincerely,

( RU%\_MS(& ;

(R. L. BRADLEY) -
Commissioner
Director of Borstals

Benjamin Britten, Esq.,

Aldeburgh,
Suf'folk,

Programme

The Hon. BERNARD BARRINGTON, Chairman of the Board of Visitors, will

welcome the assembly and declare the Gymnasium officially open

I Somgs by Purcell, Handel, Arne, Dibden, elc.

— [INTERVAL

Il Songs by Frank Bridge, George Butlerworth, John Ireland

I, Folk-song arrangements by Percy Grainger, Benfamin Britten

Mr. L. M. FOX, C.B., M.C., Chairman of the Prison Commission,

will address the assembly
and Mr. BENJAMIN BRITTEN will reply

YOU ARE REQUESTED MOT TO SMOKE

HOLLESLEY BAY COLONY

A CONCERT

GIVEN DY

Benjamin Britten and Peter Pears

to celebrate the

OPENING of the GYMNASIUM

Friday, April 18th, 1952

at § p.m.
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Reyal Holel, hoveofoff .

for Lovrenlel} [fttn f Horal

PROGRAMME

SUBJECT TO SLKGHT MLTERATION.

|. Sonata in A major ... ..  Handel 4, Slavonic Dance Ne. |
i i o
Remo Ludficald & Busindn Beiein n G minor Dvorak-Kreisler
Waltz in A major ... Brahms-Hochstein
Schon Rosmarin ... ... Kreisler

Remo Lauricella
2. Six Variationsin F. op. 34 ...  Beethoven S e

Benjamin Britten
ok il i 5. Jeuxdeau... ... .. Ravel
Mocturne in F sharp major
op. 1§ Ne. 2... ... Chopin
3. Movements from Suite op. 6 ...  Britten Funsfalr i s Rt Rpltrin

Remo Lauricella & Benjamin Britten Benjamin Bricten

BENJAMIN BRITTEN (Piano)

= 6. Concerto in E minor ... Nardini
REMO LAURICELLA (Violin)

INTERVAL Remo Lauricella & Benjamin Britten

November 29th, 1935.
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1949 Aldeburgh Festival

PROGRAMME BOOK
: . E. COLBECK

Edited by Eric Crozier for the Aldeburgh Festival Commitree
0 ‘ COASTAL EROSION AT ALDEBURGH

THE PAST

I Elizabethan times, a Commission was sent to Aldcburgh in response to a “Petition, in
respect to the near approach of the Sea, made by Justices', and the following are some
extracts ffom ifs report.
Upon our views do find the Town of Aldcburgh doth stand low and is not defended from
Ihehgtﬂdwokmof&umhmhymhmd:ﬂ:uﬁﬁ:rwg}nnpmﬁc
ﬁmzﬁd:-nwhmbyuuuuywnbunaqﬂx:wnnﬁ haa;?:ﬂz

thereanto are with vioknee and rage overthrown or for better safery are forced o
down .. . these ounld:cNunhminﬁlcm mm

have notabl the sca. tha wuch like
mggnm;umﬂﬂuwddhlgmd;z; the towne. kwﬂb"
mepmnmﬂhuﬁmmm?&ﬁmmm
Moot Hall sl iris much ground SWeEpt away
fmmﬂuNlmhcmendohhcwwnm
rt mi h.twdlhx\rcbnmwnm ut Slaughden some three hundred

. All the old houses there have been buat remiains of them can be seen
mtl:beadlw\c]lbdwﬂl: £ crest, A mid fisherman of today remembers
hmqunmuufdmusuuﬂgzzz

wihen he was 2 boy, and opening the front door and
ﬁth:kdwrmlnt}nmmmdmnghm;:? tide,

Frequent repores of damage to the hden road and to the beach at the south end of
the town are recorded from the middle of the nincteenth century onwards. Between the
years 1824 and 1934 the five fathom line on the charts moved 2,700 fect nearer the shore
and the two fathom line about 1,000 fect. Between 1881 and 1925 the high water mark

nwvdmmesofcﬂ posite the south of the town, and 140 feet at the southern
boundary of the borough dleMuulloTowa
Various projects for sea were mooted between 1852 and 1936, and there were

at least two suggestions for cutting a channel beeween the sea and river south of Slaugh-
dcu.c:mmwmadvonudmyumu.hmdm met with great opposition from
the fishermen and some members of the Council E do more harm than
Fmdmwmmmhuml{”jmmlllwaldebu Elnlmammhrm
1 oppose the trial of a groyne th the sea in general.”
kwmnmlm;hhmdmcﬁmml , the existing sea wall along the southern
end of the town, was constructed, but “sgﬂhu the wall were ruled gut. Mean-
while storms en the top of abnormal y swept over the crest of the beach,
flooding the marshes and the lower end of the town. A boat has been rowed in the High
Street, and the marsh floods have on occasion reached to within a shore distance of
road junction of the Saxmundham and Leiston Roads near the railway station.
At :nm_;a. mdhns:nqudbdm—MIC-GuDuCam' of&r]n'h.n
Wolfe Barry and Parmers. He d it cereain
:nk:nlh;hs:amﬂhﬁim &K;ﬂmx‘fﬂn?lﬁmﬂmmm
highest near the Hazard (o te a point a short
dmnucnordmfl]np‘:aoﬂlnnverwaﬂ)nmlyﬁmlﬁﬂab@v:ﬁfw‘mm.mmlirdy

M.r&u&nsgolouudlcme&nm-mﬁand ﬁmn:heml:
end of the town to the south boundary of the borough, at an mof,ﬁzq.m

ALDEBURCH

The Storm omeh 18, 1940
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CORONATION YEAR

ALDEBURGH
« » FESTIVAL + &

of fHusic and the Arts

o ol hy iy - - o i s

ok ol o e oy e e ol oy

COMPLETE PROGRAMME BOOK

SIX SHILLINGS

P. ¥. DAVIES
The Barogh Ssrveyor

THE STORM AT ALDEBURGH

31 Jowsary=—1 Februsry, 1553

T carly eveming of Saturduy, ]lg:uuy, l.'umlsnnihlg;jlwwlmp:gd;:"‘tﬁﬁkﬁ
in Charge of Contguards (Mr. Abbs, miu., Do) sclep oned me at 9.90 pm., bin
mciape—there i going o be rrooble st bigh dde™, if eryptic, was sufficikme 1o st in
mation the necewary Ty o sad life and emennual public services

The British Fincenas o perform many duties in sddition to bis primar
role, A celephone call 1o Fire Hesdquarters, Ipswich, brought the AM 1u=§i|
Fire Brigade under Corparation o ready 1o effece rescue and evacustion i neceiasry

by and cfficmaly withis 5 very shoa time Fire Coarol abo had other vehichs
and peronne] converging apon Aldcburgh from inknd fowns o stand by in oo
Seroet lighin wone ordered 1o be kept abight emil motming so 8 10 facilitate movensme,
and other routine disposition were made by telephone,

A these and other procastions were taken, the ws, an hour before prodiced high e
at 11,37 p.m., was beeaking heavily againe the wwn's defencrs, expecially at the southers
end near the Brodencll Hotel; a large volume of water was being thrown oa ro the Crag
Pach snd was i s way ingo Kimg Steect and High Serect.

A the hoar of high tide approached the o ws st i highes —the sea theew on s
the Crag Puth a heavy deposit of shingle, in some canes doars snd windows wene broken
E::: joece of the water; sess and other looe imspedimenta on the beach were toned

and many were carried mio King Saeeet.

Abooe midnighs ehe Costguands were obliged 1o evacusse their Lookowt; King
Seroet and Crabbee Street, the Lister especially near the Moot Hall, were foaded to some
depeh, abo the High Sweet st the narth end where the cellars of the Wentworth Fotel,
the bouses opponine, the garages, and the Festival Office weee badly affrond.

Thiere was alio Booding st the cemral part of the High Sarere near the Car Parks, bot
the most serious sisustion was st the exmeme south end near the Blick Hore lan where
many kow Iying dwelling: were deeply inundated, the inhabieanes had uken refuge im
their farne Bocs . There was hatle that coubd be done at this stage, other thia
kiep & witchful eye far public mfery, and with the Mayor (Aldeeman E E Geundy) |

Stson Officer .G, Coe, of the Fire Service, im his Land Rover om a
prevanatrasce of the tewn

With the cbbing of the tide in the carly hours of the momming of Sunday. 1 February,
there win a gradial shasemens of general Booding from the sea, bt in the soeth end of
the town the food keved gomtimaed 1o rise and the mankes betweorn the town and the
viver Alde wene entieely covennd with water,

I them became & & that we were seviousdy memaced from snothes disection; the
river wall had boen badly bresched and dhe miver tide, being somne time liee than in dhe
sea and then at ity height, would clesry cume sill more sersous Booding, Ie was frared
that the large volane of waser on the muerhes, agitaied by the gale, might give rise to
“open ses” wave condstions that could came collsper of buildmgs

At 2.30 a.m., therefore, the Flee Service penosmel of Lonson, Aldeburgh and Sax-
mundham, who had already been standing by for some hour, were sent intio the: wuth
end of the town to evacnate the inhabstants , ssing vehicles, laddens and boats wuorking in

conjumction with local Bearmen, le weee remsoved s hospital o other temporary
sorcmumstdstion ; this sction wis mmety, for thordy sfiorwands the Sood waber wﬁ:nh-
rose & Furdher 4 meacrh\d of 3 Few masuses y

At the eonth end of the Borough st Thorpesen, s gap 120 feet wide and 10 foes deep im

E:u was oot by the sea which rmbed inro the masher near the Mere. Part of a bunga-
, formumurely uncooopied at the tme, wis wiilked sway and pwo other dwellmgs lefr
y rerar the edge. The Aldcbungh-Thorpenes Rood a this poink was severed.

Dhwn om Sumdday, 1 Febonary, showed 3 somewhat battered A h; the W.V.5
wre already at work rebeving dheress, this waa bus the of a splendid and
smiained effort on ther pare. Almosr bl of the Bodosgh arta was mundaied, some
300 bouses had been flooded in varying degreo, of thoe shoat too were totally wnin-
hubitable until & recesion of the Bood water, Apars from damage by water, urecturs]
damage wan relanvely bght: above all we wese thankial o have weathered the secem
‘“hw:cl;"nh‘fhnﬁl

Most pablic services were kept in operabion—eleciricity and water lies,
apart Fronn & short beeak doc to gabe damage, continued o function, but, the m:r
wytem wis pompletely pet out of commimon by the feoding of the Pumping Seton,
Dham Drew, the attendane, was obliped hurriedly 1o “sbandan ship”, wading up e his
armpiss to esape o higher pround, but at some risk conamed oo rescwe bis dog. How-
ever, with the nmr.;.-uanIE:ﬁrr Service che town's sewers began 0o flow sgain oa the
followng dry,

Comsidersble Further water wii thown over the Front en the newr duy dating the
moon high ide on Susdyy, 1 February, but there was no seriows increass in flooding; all

ies were disecend to repaic snd rebabalitation. Hundreds of wen of shingle bad to
e removed o render some trects pasable 10 iraffic; on Menday and Toesday, 2and 3
Febeuary, Herdoed Place, Souch High Streee, Brodenell Sweer snd King Sarest were
mﬁm:ﬂhmﬂ ’bci-l;l;r Crag Path, which wis moss seriouly affected,
e oy T ainst the hosses, was made pamable i Bve day,
Bt ot e cheazed uneil 1&:-‘"\. Iater. 7 i

The sea defemces an the town front had weeimed the severer pussabiment with bue
wery minor dumage, Colonel C. E. Colbeck, s.c., Deputy Mayor sed Chairman of the
Corporstion’s $ea Diefience Committee, who was largely respansible for their comsruc-
son, descrvedly erccived the thanks of the Council; were s ot for theis exieence, it i
certain thae mos of the howses on the Crag Pats would buve bren severely damaged
amd many waally destroyed

The period immedistely following the storm saw feverith sctivity in ation for
||rr-.ra!rﬂcdrrﬂ=g|\u-&1—rr-1l February, bulldesen, dx‘Fl;q[\rmdr::[: impodie
ments of medern engincering were operated day and night by che Ei Saffolk and Nor-
fodk River Bourd to build a temporary defence wall 1o prosect the south end of Alde-
busgh. Velmacers of all ages helped the Corporstion im general precausions i the pown.
Foetumatcly, however, the dinger period pused withous incident, but not withous

v and nome aniety.

Na record would be complete witharur reference 1o the fine spisit of the people in the
affecied parns of Aldebargh; without panic they accopicd their lot philosophacally and
immeduately set to work to put thisgs rght, those unalfocted by the floods Bocked
peecroiily to help them in o neighbourly spirie reminiscent of warime vears.

The town bas now vismally recovesed isem it ordeal, it amenites to vistens are
resteved, a2 Shughden the fucilitees fior yachsing have been remstated and the chab home
vepaired, all will be shiposhape 10 welcome our Summer wisieors.

1953 Aldeburgh Festival
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1225

O. & C. BUTCHER (OUTFITTERS) LTD.

STREET
ALDEBURGH

(" Penipemas Bn i :é, b, ¢ SUFFOLK
Telephone - g

129 /131 HIGH

(o e

3 KING STREET

a—&&w SUDBURY
SUFFOLK

Teipheors LY
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|
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ESTIMATES FREE.

&
P A/C No.35/53
-U*I,:', ALDEDUROH E‘I‘a‘t‘ smﬁ;g;g;t_;;

<HE N* IS,

1953

Feb.1lOth

To

%fé 18th March, S5 3.

CONTHRACTORS,

DECORATOR. SANITARY WORK BY REGISTERED PLUMBERS. ACCOUNTS QUARTERLY.

FLOOD DAMAGE REPAIERS

To unhanging window and repairing sash, reglazing

and rehanging same
1 square glass 10" x 13" if
# 1b putty 6-13" screws

ﬂwﬂﬁ. Britten, Esq., Crag House, Crag Fath, Aldeburgh,

=

cleaning out flooded cellar, cutiing away for

and building new sump in cellar, complete with

grating. Meking good and making and fixing

new storm boards

l-grate.

1 bag cement

1 drum sand

12 Peterborough bricks

4 beet red bricks

gOo'0"- 54" x 1" T & G Flooring. 1 1b 13" nails

4 doz. 13" scnewe.| & mriec inol - 1% |13 5
by.. : Edb—Fo-—4"
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!‘m' Suite,0p-6 and Thate was o Monkey L quloa Io7

Premiere D so. [
|
b Liveepoc! : |
Notes Brften, pf. ﬁlgeu#;_ ‘_ CON CERT
CENTRAL HALL, TUESDAY EVENING, VI PETER PEARS
Song Recital RENSHAW STREET, MARCH 7TH, 1939, FRIENDS WAR RELIEF SERVICE b
by LIVERPOOL. AT 7.30 PM. | As the war goes on and whatever its MAN FR ANK“N
P ETE R PEA RS state people in raided cities and in NOR gid)
ianoforte
(TENOR) evacuee hostels are counting on us,
4 ol also items by the
- i Bakewell Methodist
B E N J AM I N B R I TTE N ‘ WE NEED YOUR HELP Junior School Choir
(PIANOFORTE) To RA'SE ﬂs 000 A YEAR (Conductor: Mr. J. W. Rune)
* CELEBRITY CONCERT 1 "
BLUE TRIANGLE HALL - | FROM THIS COUNTRY Monday, May 10th, 19
Shakespeare Street, Nottingham. SPANISH WOMEN, CHILDREN AND : at 73 pm. at the g
" Wesley Church, Matlock Street,
o REFUGEES IN SPAIN AND FRANCE ' THE CALL TO US 15 TO GIVE MORE THAN WE HAVE esley !fn / .d 0CK Diree
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30th, 1945 EVER GIVEN BEFORE—"The Friend, March 1), 941, BAKEWELL.
At 7.30 p.m. Doors open 7.0 p.m. 1 Chairman: Mr. R. W, P. COCKERTON,
* : FWAS, FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W.| Prog e
| (Reghiered under the War Charives A, 193] rogramme = - - o b
' SILVER COLLECTION,
Programme - - - - - - - Sixpence |
R D s ne I.IE |= """""" senv l' > £ . o o ot W S R
FRANCE : HOLLAND : GREECE : ITALY : BRITAIN THE NAnDKLmd&mﬂg;;;:NﬁHm FnlEﬂr{w; WAn\nELlEFASE\RvICE
4 GREAT SMITH STREET, LONDON, S.W.l GIVE ALL YOU CAN FOR THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Tosacar's coscixy has been orgamiced by Onsfiord
Usiversity Amaesty Growp and forms pari of it
contribation 1o “Privoser of Conscience Week™ (1723
Novemberl Throsghost (ki periad members of
Amsesty Isierarional in over 10 coustries are working
imtemaively togriher 10 urge govenments 1o allow b
\btie sitizcns freedom of opinion and of seligios
praction and 5o release their prisonen of comscicace.

What is Amsesty lsiemationsl? s 1948 the Usi.
versal Declarstion of Hemas Rights was promlgaiod
a1 the United Mations. Asiiches 18 and 1% asseriod
the right of all men 1o freedom of thought, sonschence
and seligion—including the frecdom to chanmpe 1beir
religion or belief and o manifest it in taching. practice,
worship and oheervation—the fght 1o hold opinions
freely without imierference. and 1he right 50 seek and
mnpan eformation and idoas throsgh any media regard.
less of frontiers. Yoo soday many thoussmds of men
and womsen are i prison-—ofien sulleriag cxtreme hard-
ship in appalling conditions—because their views
coaflict wilth \hose of Whelr govermmenls, Sich are
Jehovwah's Witnesscs in Sgais. Catholics in Hungary,

Demoxats in Greeor, Liberals In ihe “German Demo-
wratic Repsblic™. Communizs in Porsgal snd in the
PFoderal Cermun Republic, Jews. in Russka, opponast
of the Vicmamese war in Ameria. Natosalists in
Rbodesia. anti-Aparibeid workers in South Africa, and
w2 06, We in bis coundry are lorismaic rrcly 1o have
eaperionced cosditions b which such crises of coascience
are necesmary, and it s therefore fining that Amnessy
Insermaisonal should have bors founded in Beitain in
1961 by Peter Besemson. a graduate of Balliol and &
Barrister. The sim of this humanitarian organizstion
arg o work for ihe release of non-violeni. prisoners of
conscience and 10 seek 10 relieve the hardships of tir
families teroegh the provision of material aid

The procends from this concert arc 1o be given bo
the British Secthon. National Soctions of Ameesty, in
addition 1 research work asd the peeparation of case
histonaés, alse offafing the 550 or so volusiary Groups
—of which theee were some 170 im Britain in 1966-7.
The Group is Amaesty's froet-line enit (n the wat again
pecjudice and perscewtion. Each Giroup “adopts™ throe
prisceers—from the Easl. the Weat, and from & seutral

cuuntry respectively. Letders, postcards, petitions are
senl 1o high-rasking officisls in prisons, embauies,
P e . G 1o gain ind ion and
1o plesd for the relesse of their proscrs, Since 1961
1,300 sdopiod peiscoacry bave gainod their freedom, asd
ilssre s ovedwhelsing videnoe io show thai in many
cases smccent i adiributable in full measure 1o the sctivity
of Amacsty Groups. There arc at preseat five such
“Theees Group™ co-ondinated by the Oxfond Usiversity
Girosp Comm|oiee—which also holds mostings, condects
Fund -raiassg campaigss of heball of the National Seciion,
and ofgamizes pescarch peojocts on coaditions ia various
counlries

Unfortunaicly Amncty Inicmational has heen mis-
undentood, misropresemied, and slandered consisently
sifice s Boundation. An official of ibe Anglo-Rhodesian
Society, for example, bas described the movement su
appearing o concern it soldy widh the prosection
of Commesist activints, In contrast, o former member
of the Pablic Prosscmior’s Office in East Genmasy
supgesied in the Beriimer Zeitung (5 June 1966) that

D S PP

By kind permission of His Worship the Lord Mayor and ihe Rev, the Vice-Chanorlior.

CONCERT

for

HUMAN RIGHTS YEAR

In aid of AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Saturday 16th November at 8.15 p.m.

in the SHELDONIAN THEATRE

_— R L T

=

CONCERT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS YEAR

e o
Chveiufe . “Epmosi™ . . ' s - - Ferthoven
Symphosy No. 3 in E flat (The Rheaishd =« « Schownam
INTERYAL
Adagso and Fugue in C mings for Mriggs - - . Mogart
Cantata Misericondiam S - - . . . Britres

Condiksed by Benjamin Britien

PETER PEARS (Tencr}

THOMAS HEMSLEY (Baross)

VIOLA TUNNARD [Pisnoy

O51AN ELLIS (Harp)

JAMES HOLLAND (Timpani)

THE AEOLIAN STRING OUARTET (Leader. Sidney Humphreysh
OXFORD UNIVERSITY ORCHESTRA (Lesder, Philip Wilhy)
SCHOLA CANTORUM OF OXPORD (Conductor, Andrew Parrall)
BENJAMIN BRITTEN. EDWARD OLLESON (Coadicion)
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AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ' AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGREss '/

(SOUTH AFRICA) (SOUTH AFRICA)

3, Collingham Gardens, 3, Collingham Gardens,
Telephone: FRObisher 1914 London, S.W.5 Telephone: FRObisher 1914 London, S.W.5
ENGLAND ENGLAND

29th August, 1963
Eenjamin Britten,C.H., gust, ~
|'. Sth October, 1963. 2 :

- . - i Aldeburgh,
w e Suffolk.

Mr. Benjamin Britten,
The Red House,

— ad
Aldeburgh, Suffolk. Dear “ir,
We are approaching you with a view to asking you te act as
Dear Mr. Britten, one of the sponsors of an international campaign for the release
You were kind enough to agree recently to becoming a sponsor of of South African pelitical prisoners. This will be a campaign
3 asavine the n 3 ne 1 £ +
a world campaign for the release of South African political prisoners, fif_ﬂicnﬂi dfvjl*guthl_;iif;: Oihg;eﬁgiieazliﬂ;;n:::e;E:: ;‘ﬁi;;kal
and will probably be interested in learning that our principal sponsors el ek s TS - O MLy (i nly me h n
The Bt. Hon. Harold Wilson, P.C M.P The Rt. Hon. Jo Grimond, proteast against apartheid. Many have already been sentenced to
i<l 2 > 3 0 Mr G' aid-éardi;;r Q.C and Mr. Henry terms of imprisonment ranging from five years to matural life.
Ppk;c" M.P., The Lord Ogmore, s ALY LT 5 Others have indeed been sentenced to death.
ore.
m 2% It is hoped to form a committee composed of warious outstanding
Mr. Jeremy Thrope, M.P., has agreed tc act as Secretary e . figures, and sponsored by people of intermationa reputation.
to the campaign. Amongst the sponsors who have already agreed to act in Britain
4 . - e D M
The latest news from South Africa is that a group of the most respected are Mr. Wilson, Leader of the ILabour Party, Mr. Grimond, Leader

of the Liberal Party, Mr. Gerlad Gardener, Mr. Allywn Jones and

of the detainees are to be tried almost at onge for sabotage, snd the death Archbishop Roberts (who has agreed to act as chairman).

sentence demanded, This makes it imperative for us to act at once, and
to call a press conference possibly this week to announce the launching In view of the impending trial of 160 people on charges of
of an International Campaign for their release. The enclosed declaration "sabotage', the launching of this campaign is a matter of great
is planned to form the basis for such a campaign. We should be grateful urgency., We would ask you to give your name in support of

to hear from you as soon as you receive this letter, by phone or telegram, the campaign. T
that you are satisfied with the text, which is now to be circulated inter-

nationally for signatures. Yours faithfully,

Yopurs faithfully, e

: Raymond Kunene
london Representative
African National Congress

MAINDY MSIMAN
Administrative Offic
African National

eas of South Africa.

J

MM/ jb



BRITTENPEARS
ARTS

View 3 Of 5

Parent Record(s)

Level Ref. Title
Collection BBS Correspondence of Benjamin Britten...

Level
File

Reference
BBS/SOCIETY_ANGLO_CHINESE_UNDERSTANDING

Title

Correspondence between Benjamin Britten and Society for Anglo-Chinese

Understanding

Date
1965-1974

Description

Includes a complaint and withdrawal from the society by Hugh Trevor-
Roper, a booklet titled China Now, newsletters for 1966-1969, a report on
the inaugural meeting and general letters addressed to members of the
society including a list of sponsors in 1965.

Other correspondence is from S. C. Choo, Betty Paterson, Peter Patrick,
Derek Bryan, and Joseph Needham.

Extent
1 file; 12 items

Related Material
BBA/SOCIETY ANGLO CHINESE UNDERSTANDING

Catalogue
Archive

Permalink

https://www.bpacatalogue.org/archive/BBS-
SOCIETY_ANGLO_CHINESE_UNDERSTANDING
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Thank you!

Dr. Christopher Hilton
Head of Archive and Library

+44 (0)1728 451706
chilton@brittenpearsarts.org
@CHilton_BB
https://brittenpearsarts.org
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