
Britten’s Camera

Be Careful

In 1965, Britten and Pears 
travelled to Armenia as 
tourists. During their stay in 
the Composers’ Union Resort 
in Dilijan, Britten received 
this Soviet-made camera 

from Mstislav Rostropovich (1927-2007) the Soviet cellist and 
conductor. Britten and Rostropovich were close friends. And he 
composed several works for the cellist, including Cello Symphony 
(1963) and Cello Sonata (1961). 

You will need: a cardboard tube, mirrored or reflective paper, card, 
recycled pastic, beads or sequins, coloured papers or pens for decorating, 
ruler, scissors, double-sided sticky tape and tape.

Never directly look at the sun through your kaleidoscope!

You can see this at The Red House

30 fun ways to discover Aldeburgh’s heritage 
Download activity sheets @ aldeburghmuseum.org.uk 
and brittenpears.org

1. Cut out 2 circles from the 
recycled plastic. One circle needs 
to fit inside your tube and the 
other will fit outside so can be a 
little larger than the tube. 

2. Take a piece of card shorter than the 
length of your tube and divide it into 
three. Cover it in your mirror paper.

3. Fold the card and stick the edges 
together to make a triangular prism. Make 
sure the mirror paper is on the inside.

4. Push the triangle into the 
cardboard tube

5. Take the smaller plastic circle 
and push it into the tube so it 
rests on the triangle and secure 
it with sticky tape.

6. Put some sequins and coloured 
beads into the tube and seal with 
the second plastic circle.

7. Finally decorate the outside 
of the tube.

Now it’s ready for you to look 
through it, what can you see?



There are many 
things to see in Aldeburgh 
churchyard. Many of the 
famous Garrett family are 
buried here. It is also the 
final resting place of 
Benjamin Britten and Peter 
Pears. The lifeboat 
memorial , also in the churchyard, is a constant reminder of the 
dangers of the sea, and of  the six Aldeburgh lifeboat crew 
members lost in 1899.

Aldeburgh Churchyard

1. Select a gravestone which has 
interesting text or pattern on it.  
Gently brush any surface dirt off the 
area which you would like to copy.

2. Stick your piece of paper onto the 
gravestone with masking tape. With the wax 
crayon, rub over the paper.  The text or 
writing will appear.

3. When you have completed your rubbing, 
gently peel off the masking tape, and 
detach your rubbing.

You will need- a soft brush, scissors, masking tape, 
a large piece of white paper, a wax crayon

The Churchyard is at Aldeburgh Church

30 fun ways to discover Aldeburgh’s heritage 
Download activity sheets @ aldeburghmuseum.org.uk 
and brittenpears.org

Please note: always ask permission from the Vicar or 
Church Warden before you attempt to take any rubbings. 
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