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Blair Boyd: Behind the Pattern

Text: adapted by Christina Thatcher © 2016
after the short story, The Yellow Wallpaper
by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

There are things
that nobody sees but me.

Behind the pattern
the dim shapes grow clearer, always the same
shape, only very numerous.

It is like a woman, one but many. | can see her,
almost hear her.

Theo Chandler: In The Divining Lair
Text: Jacquelynn Berton (b. 1991)

PSYCHIC [dangling crystal over tarot, the crystal
swinging evenly over a triangle of cards]: The
amulet is restless — the hermit, the hierophant, the
hanged man.

Your gaze, eternally focused within, yet unseeing.
You seek, yet reject what you find. Eyeless, you
walk toward oblivion. Yet you claim no conflict, no
question.

Are you not who you say you are?

CLIENT: | am no one. | was passing by —

PSYCHIC [amulet circling faster]:

But the unquestioning do not seek my counsel. Nor
the happy, nor the sure, nor the sane...

CLIENT: | didn’t realize

PSYCHIC [faster]: Neither do the self-possessed —
CLIENT: But | am self-possessed!

PSYCHIC [faster still]: What do you fear?
[amulet suddenly stops, PSYCHIC freezes in place,
CLIENT addresses audience]

CLIENT:

What do | feare | fear the nameless things... The
legacy unlived. Waking under a late afternoon sun,
the day wasted, time lost. Long shadows washing
the walls. The empty house.

The floorboards glowing gold, dust illuminated,
night still hours off, the tightening in the throat.
The light, the endless, waning light...

[CLIENT suddenly snaps out of it, turns back to
PSYCHIC, who begins moving again, the amulet
swinging]

PSYCHIC: Tell mel What do you fear —

CLIENT: | fear nothing.



Laura Shipsey: Crossing Songs

Text: fragments of text by Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) from Stray Birds, The Astronomer, and
Gitanjali.

Lunar

You will find, eternal traveller, marks of your footsteps across my songs

The crossing of a sea

| only said “when in the evening the round full moon gets entangled in the branches of
that Kadam tree, couldn’t somebody catch ite”

Stray Birds 306, 242, and The Astronomer *

Chants

Not hammer strikes

Dark Night

By what dim shore of the ink black river, by what far edge of the frowning forest,
through what mazy depth of gloom

The little flower lies in the dust. It sought the path of the butterfly

Stray Birds 126, 120, Gitanjali, and Stray Birds 264

Rainbow Ocean

Be still, my heart, these great trees are prayers

This life is the crossing of a sea, where we meet in the same narrow ship. [Now] we reach
the shore, and go to our different worlds

Go now, [and carry her with you]

Stray Birds 95 and 242

* for each song the source of the text is listed in order of appearance, one line per source.
[boxed text] indicates an alteration or addition of my own.
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